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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

I hope everyone had great 
Christmas and New Year’s Day 
holidays.  Our Council finished 

the year with a Pro-Life Vigil, 1st 
Degree, VA Christmas events, 
Buccaneers game, and Christmas 
Eve parking.  

We literally kicked off the New 
Year with two Buccaneers games.  
As our RJS Coordinator will tell us, 
we are really doing well this year on 
our primary fundraising at Raymond 
James Stadium.  Thank you to all 
of you who provided your time and 
talent to these efforts.  

With that in mind, I received a 
recommendation to name Brother 
Nick Turco as our January Knight 
of the Month.  Nick has been away 
from many council activities since 
he had moved across the bay, but 
he has been a stalwart leader at the 
stadium.  He also has decided to 
move back to our community and I 
expect we will see him much more 
often at church and in the council.  

Most of us are aware of VA 
volunteer service and coordination 
done by Brother Rich Sarnowski.  
Probably few of us are aware of 

Grand Knight Con’t Next Page

A New Year Visiting family in 
New Jersey over the 
Holidays, I had the 
opportunity to attend 

mass at the Assumption Church in 
Galloway on the Solemnity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God.  

The presiding priest finished 
his homily with these words: “Let 
this new year begin with a new you.  And 
this new you should be in relation to the 
Domestic Church and your family that is 
our Church.”  

These are perfect words to start a new 
year, and perfect words for Knights of 
Saint Stephen Council.  

The Knights of Columbus provides each 
of us a vehicle for taking an active part 
of our Parrish, Community, and Church.  
There are several upcoming opportunities 
in January and February to put your faith 
in action.  

You can help out with the Free Throw 
Challenge at Saint Stephen School on 

January 18.  You can sign up as a volunteer 
for the Cross and the Light – the Knights 
are helping out with parking.  

You can participate in a Prayer Vigil 
on Kennedy Boulevard on the second 
Saturdays of each month and assist with the 
Pro-Life Baby Shower.  You can help out 
with the Tootsie Roll Drive to raise money 
for Special Olympics and other events to 
assist those with intellectual disabilities.  

You can also make plans to attend the 
annual Knights Day of Reflection at the 
Bethany Center in Lutz on February 25 
from 9:00 – 3:00.  What better way is there 
to build upon the new you than to spend a 
day reflecting on your faith and priorities 

with like-minded Catholic men of 
your Church?

These are just a few of the many 
ways to participate in Council 
Activities.  All you have to do is 
respond to that tug in your heart to do 
more.

Perfect Words to Start 
the New Year
By DGK Bruce Czaja
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some behind-the-scenes work done 
by his wife, Janice.  For several 
months Janice has been providing 
transportation and other assistance 
for one of our brother’s wife as that 
family has been challenged with 
health issues.  

The Sarnowski family has been 
performing the charity to a brother’s 
family that we all aspire to do as 
Knights.  Please congratulate the 
Sarnowskis as our January Family of 
the Month.

In December we received some 3rd 
Quarter recruiting incentives from 
Supreme.   Councils that recruit six 
or more members between January 
1, 2017 and March 31, 2017 will 
receive a Domestic Church Kiosk 
& Booklet Set. Councils that recruit 
twelve or more members between 
January 1, 2017 and June 30, 2017 
will also receive a Domestic Church 
Kiosk & Booklet Set.  Knights 
who recruit new members between 
January 1, 2017 and March 31, 2017 
will receive 1,500 VIP points per 
new member that they recruit.

We are also extending the council 
incentive of $25 gift card per new 
member to March 31st.  This month 
Brothers Chris Lewis and Bob 
Haley received gift cards for their 
recent recruiting efforts.

As you go to Mass and attend 
church activities, please remember to 
Ask One Catholic Man if he would 
like to join the Knights.  Remember 
to emphasize how we support the 
Church at large as well as our local 
community.  We don’t require much 
of their time, but would like their 
support.

This coming month we have a 
Corporate Mass, College Football 
Championship game, Pro-Life Baby 
Shower and Remembrance Crosses, 
Bowling, Free Throw Challenge, 
Cards and Cigars, and 2nd Degree.  
The Columbiettes have a meet and 
greet on Tuesday, January 17th and 
will have a Degree on January 21st.  
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AS A SPECIAL ASSISTANT 
to President Ronald Reagan in 
1986, I was privileged to work 
on the nomination of Antonin 

Scalia to be a member of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. At the time, I could not imagine that 
30 years later we would be considering a 
new nominee to fill the vacancy resulting 
from his untimely death.

President Reagan had pledged to 
appoint judges who respect “the sanctity 
of innocent human life.” Americans knew 
his language was to be understood in light 
of his repeated criticism of the Supreme 
Court’s 1973 abortion decision in Roe 
v. Wade. With the nomination of Justice 
Scalia, he kept his promise, and Scalia was 
unanimously confirmed by the Senate.

Whenever there is a Supreme Court 
vacancy, we are told by supporters of Roe 
v. Wade that the decision is “settled law.” 
But such supporters face this difficulty: 
Roe v. Wade will never be settled law, 
because Roe v. Wade is founded on the 
lie that we do not know that the victim of 
every abortion — an unborn child — is a 
human being.

There is another difficulty as well: Since 
Roe v. Wade, millions of women have 
concluded that instead of being helpful, 

abortion is deeply hurtful.
In America, judicial decisions that are 

contrary to the dignity of the human person 
simply cannot be sustained over time. This 
is the lesson we learned long ago from 
those tragic court decisions which held that 
African-Americans were not entitled to the 
equal protection of our laws.

Roe v. Wade will never be settled 
constitutional law as long as Americans 
say, “It is not settled.”

This was precisely the approach 
President Abraham Lincoln took regarding 
the Supreme Court’s 1857 decision in the 
Dred Scott case and laws on slavery. It was 
the right approach then, and it remains the 
right approach today.

Virtually unrestricted abortion continues 
to be morally unsettling for a majority 
of Americans. More than four decades 
after the Supreme Court handed down its 
decision, abortion remains one of our most 
controversial issues.

At the time, Justice Byron White called 
the court’s decision in Roe v. Wade an 
exercise of “raw judicial power.” His 
dissenting opinion remains one of the 

CLICK HERE to read the full article

The Future of Roe
THE SUPREME COURT’S INFAMOUS 1973 ABORTION DECISION 
REMAINS AN UNSETTLING — AND UNSETTLED — ISSUE
By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

Grand Knight Con’t on Page 4

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/supreme_knight/fromthesk_20170101.html
http://kofc.org/en/news/releases/growth-our-primary-responsibility.html#/utm_source=email-nov29&utm_campaign=growth&utm_medium=email
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This was actually sent to me by a teacher 
from my high school – and I graduated 44 
years ago!   About 70 classmates/teachers 
remain in touch, primarily electronically 
(social media and email blasts).   Roselle 
Catholic (in Roselle NJ) was a Marist 
school, and John Rogener was our religion 
teacher and a Marist Brother at the time.   
John has since left the order, married and 
has grandchildren at this point.   

Okay, we all like making lists 
of New Year’s Resolutions.  
And most of the time – well, 
much of the time – we have 

a really hard time keeping them because 
they’re so difficult.  Lose 20 pounds.   
Read a new book a month.  Never get 
drunk again.  Avoid all sodas.  Don’t eat 
any chocolate again.  Stand up to my boss.  
Go to the gym every day.  Sometimes you 
feel defeated by January 2.

But how about five simple things you 
can do to be happier – which you really 
can do?  Here are five easy things you can 
do for a happier life this year.  And they’re 
a lot easier than losing 20 pounds.

1. Be a Little Kinder.  I think that 90% 
of the spiritual life is being a kind person.   
No need to have any advanced degrees in 
theology or moral reasoning, and no need 
to have an encyclopedic knowledge of the 
world’s religious traditions, to get this: Be 
gentler and more compassionate towards 
other people.  In other words, say “Thank 
you” and “Please.”  Ask people how they 
are.   Listen more carefully when they 
speak to you.  Don’t say snotty things 
about them behind their backs.  Basically, 
give them the benefit of the doubt.  I know 
that sometimes you feel like acting like 
a jerk – you feel justified because of the 
way you’re being treated – but you don’t 
have to.  Most of the time you have a 
choice: I can be a jerk or I can be kind.  Be 
kind.   You’ll find that you’ll be happier 
with yourself at the end of the day.  And, 
as an added benefit, everyone around you 
will be happier

2. Relax a Bit More.  Let’s not belabor 
the point: a lot of us are rushing around 
like lunatics these days. Overbooked.  
Overscheduled.  Overworked.  Crazybusy. 
Exhausted. Checking our phones and 
iPads and blah blah blahs every five 
seconds.  Do you really, really, need to be 
checking in every few minutes? Can you 
set those things aside for a just a little bit?  
And aren’t there just a few tasks you can 
let go of?   

A few months ago I realized that I had 
completely booked myself for the next 
few months and started to get a little 
overwhelmed.  The more I thought about 
these supposedly fun things, the more 
depressed I got.  I had to ask myself: How 
many of these things did I really have to 
do?  For me the answer was about three-
quarters of them.  The other quarter I 
could let go of.  Maybe the proportion is 
different for you, but looking at cutting 
back a bit is a good exercise.  Relaxing a 
little bit more can lead to more creativity, 
more time to think, and more time to pray.  

Paradoxically, it may make you more 
productive.  It’ll certainly make you 
happier – and again, everyone around 
you happier because you’re not stressing 
everyone else out with your stress.  I’m 
not saying check out completely, or quit 
your job, or tell everyone that you’re 
stopping every activity you presently do.  
Just relax a little more.  You’re a human 
being not a human doing.

3. Enjoy Nature More.  Look up at the 
sky.  It’s pretty amazing.  Every moment 
of the day. Yesterday where I was staying 
it was a brilliant blue.  Clear. Cloudless. 
Ahhhh.  Enjoy it.  How about noticing 
something as beautiful as the trees in your 
neighborhood?  Are you watching them 
cycle from spring green to green to red to 
barren?  Give yourself a few seconds to be 
aware of that.  

If you live in a city, can you notice the 
wind on your face or the occasional burst 
of sunshine peeping through the gray 
buildings?  If you’re lucky enough to live 

by the ocean or a lake, well, I envy you!  
Notice nature a little more.  It’s always 
changing and so it’s always a surprise.  
And can you thank God for the natural 
things that you notice every day?  Natural 
beauty is, I think, happy-making for most 
of us; and being more grateful to God will 
add even more to your happiness.

4. Be a Little More Grateful.  Try this: 
Notice the small daily things that you tend 
to overlook. The stuff you take for granted 
or like, but don’t really consider “special.” 
The taste of your favorite cereal or coffee 
or juice in the morning.  An unexpected 
phone call from a friend.  Your child’s 
laugh or a nephew’s or niece’s giggle.  
Your cat’s crazy antics.  A funny TV show.  
A small house job finally finished.  Stop 
and savor those little things. 

And say thanks to God. I’m not saying 
that you can’t be sad or bummed out.  Life’s 
really tough some times.  Most times.  But 
I’ll bet that there are a few things in your 
life that make you feel lucky.  Just a few 
seconds a day is all it takes.  Gratitude is 
the gateway to the spiritual life.  Open that 
door today.  You’ll be a happier person 
once you step through.

5. Pray Just a Tiny Bit More. I’m not 
saying that you need to enter a monastery 
or take out a mortgage out on a hermitage.  
But just a few more minutes a day is 
enough to jumpstart your spiritual life.  
Think of it as a relationship.  If God is 
important to you, wouldn’t you want to 
spend some one-on-one time with God?  
That’s what prayer is.   And there’s no 
best, or only way to pray.  

Whatever works best for you – imagining 
yourself with God, quietly meditating on 
a favorite Scripture passage, or reciting an 
old prayer that comforts you – is what’s 
best for you.  Just a little bit of prayer will 
help you feel in closer touch with God.  
And that relationship, because it connects 
you to the transcendent and makes you 
feel less alone in those tough times I 
mentioned, will make you happier.

There.  Those aren’t so hard are they?  
Be kind.  Relax a little bit.  Enjoy nature 
more.  Be a little more grateful.  Pray just 
a tiny bit more.  You can do all those.  And 
in doing those you’ll be happier.  And 
have a Happy New Year.

By Alex Czopek

5 Things
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Answering the Calling

We are all called to a Vocation. This can be a Priest, Religious Life, Marriage or a 
Single Life. Prayer is essential to discern where God is calling us. Intercessory 
prayer is also powerful for those considering a call to Religious Life.

A wonderful opportunity exists here at St. Stephen with our Vocation Chalice program 
supported by the Knights of Columbus. A family is presented with the Vocation Chalice at the 
Sunday Mass they attend and take it home for a week to pray for Vocations.  A helpful booklet 
accompanies the Chalice to guide the family in prayer. What a great opportunity to share our 
faith with our children and spouse.

If you are interested, please contact Bill Ruppert: william.ruppert@icloud.com     
Let him know what Mass you attend and he will schedule presentation of the Chalice.   

Simply return the Chalice the following week to the Sacristy.  
Thanks for your prayerful consideration.

Chris Gordon was born and raised in Tampa. He has been 
in the Brandon/ Valrico area since 1982. He has been 
married for 25 years and has one daughter age 15. Chris 

works as the manger for the Publix on Lithia Pinecrest Road in 
Valrico, and has been with Publix for 30 years.

Chris is a cradle catholic and an active member of St. Stephen 
parish. He joined St. Stephen Parrish 1 year and a half ago. 
His wife Shannon and daughter Madelynn went through RCIA 
and were both confirmed this past Easter. He is very active in 
charitable events sponsored by Publix. He enjoys staying in 
shape, likes to mountain bike and enjoys cooking.

Chris is looking to get more involved with the local community 
and also with St. Stephen Parish in a more far reaching manner. 
Chris also wants to be more socially active in St. Stephen 
parish. Chris stated that he is just learning about the volunteer 
opportunities available and where he may best fit. He has interest 
in assisting in Mass, possibly as an usher or greeter under the 
Church committee.

Please check the directors’ notes and the council calendar for 
more information.

If one of your New Years Resolutions is to re-energize your 
participation in the Council, there is a lot of opportunity this 
month.  Try something you haven’t done before.  Get to know 
some of your brothers better.  Thank you all for saying “yes” 
and helping the Council achieve its goals of Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity.  Please remember to ask the men you meet about 
becoming a Knight of Columbus.  Let us evangelize and build 
our parish, order, and community through our actions.

Creating an Epiphany 
On Friday, January 6th, I was invited by Dr. Martha Callum 

to visit St. Stephen School to see what she had created for the 

students with the aid of some of our nativity figures.  I arrived 
at 9:30 and proceeded to Room 5.  Outside the room was one of 
our shepherds, some sheep and a small crowd of students.  They 
were all ushered into a dark room that was illuminated by the 
Christmas Star above a manger scene.  Our three king figures 
were behind the students as they gathered in front of the manger.  
Dr Callum then explained the scene and the visit of the three 
kings from distant lands.  She told them how King Herod tried to 
use them to find the Holy Family, but how they out-foxed him in 
the end.  She led them in prayer and she then gave them a card 
and gift from the three kings.  I reflected that her effort of creating 
a “night in Bethlehem” would remain with the students for many 
years, and they would not forget the visit of the three kings.  Dr 
Callum was very grateful that she could use the nativity figures 
and will likely ask to use them again next year.

Vivat Jesus! 

Grand Knight Con’t From Page 2

Welcome Chris Gordon
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life and in its efforts to achieve legal 
and constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Brothers as we begin the New Year, 
we need to recommit to be the 
voice of the most vulnerable, the 
unborn. The sanctity of human 

life should be our number one priority  
as Knights and Catholic Gentlemen and  
it is our responsibility to advance a culture 
of life.  

The month of January traditionally focus 
on the sanctity of human life and the beauty 
of the family. Our Council and the Respect 
Life ministry are sponsoring two major 
events in January: 

The first event is the “Respect Life 
Baby Shower” will be held the weekends 
of January 14/15 and 21/22 after all the 
Masses.  The St. Stephen Respect Life 
Ministry, Columbiettes and Knights of 
Columbus are teaming up and we are asking 
parishioners to bring forth baby items to 
help families choose life for their baby.  

A large basket will be placed under our 
statue group of the Holy Family for the 
two weekends to remind us to show mercy 
in this way. Tables will be outside in the 
portico with literature and we along with 
the Resect Life ministry will be providing 
information on both weekends. 

.January 22, 2017 marks the 44nd 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade and through 
our second event we will remember the 
58 million unborn babies that have been 
killed since the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision that legalized abortion. The 
event commenced on Saturday January 
14th with our annual “Planting of the 
Crosses” at the Church.  We will not 
be doing the school this year due to the  

on-going construction. 
As part of the event, we will be doing 

something a little different this year, 
to enable more parishioners to become 
involved in the remembrance of these  
babies killed through abortion.  A 
commemoration will take place the 
weekend of January 21/ 22 after each Mass. 

We will provide parishioners with 
Remembrance packs (blue and pink 4”x 5” 
flags, prayer cards, life savers) after each 
Mass in the portico and ask parishioners to 
plant the flags inside the perimeter of the 
planted crosses. 

Lastly and extremely important, is our 
Monthly Prayer Vigil held every second 
Saturday starting around 8:15 AM. The 
Knights along with our Respect Life 
Ministry hold the vigil at All Women’s 
abortion center on Kennedy Blvd in Tampa.   

We have had a good showing of prayer 
warriors during our monthly vigils, but 
need more Knights to attend. These vigils 
save lives and you can make a difference. 

Brother we will need your help with 
all these events happening in January, so 
please be on the lookout for emails from 
the Right to Life Committee with further 
information. 

What better way to start the year, than by 
exemplifying what the Knights stand for 
and giving a voice to the most vulnerable, 
the unborn. 

May God bless you and our Council this 
coming new year.
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St. Stephen 
Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
John Columbia

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards   
Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

The Importance of 
Family Prayer

The Christian family needs to put 
first things first by cultivating a 
relationship with God together 
through prayer. Prayer is 

essential for families to develop Christian 
joy, faith, hope and love.

Meditation
From Pope John Paul II’s Familiaris 

Consortio
Family prayer has its own characteristic 

qualities. It is prayer offered in common, 
husband and wife together, parents and 
children together. Communion in prayer is 
both a consequence of and a requirement 
for the communion bestowed by the 
sacraments of Baptism and Matrimony. The 
words with which the Lord Jesus promises 
His presence can be applied to the members 
of the Christian family in a special way: 
“Again I say to you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will 
be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Family prayer has for its very own object 
family life itself, which in all its varying 
circumstances is seen as a call from God 
and lived as a filial response to His call. Joys 
and sorrows, hopes and disappointments, 
births and birthday celebrations, wedding 
anniversaries of the parents, departures, 
separations and homecomings, important 
and far-reaching decisions, the death of 
those who are dear, etc. — all of these mark 
God’s loving intervention in the family’s 
history. They should be seen as suitable 
moments for thanksgiving, for petition, for 
trusting abandonment of the family into the 
hands of their common Father in heaven. 
The dignity and responsibility of the 
Christian family as the domestic Church 
can be achieved only with God’s unceasing 
aid, which will surely be granted if it is 
humbly and trustingly petitioned in prayer.

1. Is prayer at the center of our family 
life? If not, why?

2. How can we better build a rhythm 

of prayer into our family’s life? In what way 
can we mark significant family moments 
throughout the year with prayer?

3. What are our family members’ 
preferred ways of praying — vocal, 
meditative or contemplative? Is there a 
way to incorporate each family member’s 
preferred way of praying into family 
prayer?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 65:6-14
A prayer of gratitude for God’s blessings
You answer us with awesome deeds of 
justice,
  O God our savior,
The hope of all the ends of the earth
  and of those far off across the sea.
You are robed in power,
   you set up the mountains by your might.
You still the roaring of the seas,
   the roaring of their waves,
   the tumult of the peoples.
Distant peoples stand in awe of your 
marvels;
   the places of morning and evening you 
make resound with joy.
You visit the earth and water it,
   make it abundantly fertile.
God’s stream is filled with water;
   you supply their grain.
Thus do you prepare it:
   you drench its plowed furrows,
   and level its ridges.
With showers you keep it soft,
   blessing its young sprouts.
You adorn the year with your bounty;
   your paths drip with fruitful rain.
The meadows of the wilderness also drip;
   the hills are robed with joy.
The pastures are clothed with flocks,
   the valleys blanketed with grain;
   they cheer and sing for joy.

Family Project
The Catechism recommends that we find 

places favorable for prayer. One of the 
places it suggests is a “prayer corner” in 
the home. If you do not already have one, 

Family Prayere Con’t Page 9
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

The Exceptional Student 
classroom at St. Stephen 
Catholic School is primarily a 
place where our children can 

learn without any worries of not being able 
to keep up.  This Christmas the children of 
SSCS had the opportunity to interact with 
the Nativity, where they learned how Mary, 
Joseph, and the donkey moved in their 
journey to Bethlehem.   

After the return to school in the New Year, 
the children continued  to move the Three 
Wise Men and their camels as they followed 
the Star of Bethlehem and approached 
the stable, bringing gifts of frankincense, 
gold, and myrrh.   In the spirit of making 
them understand that these were actually 
the first Christmas gifts ever to be given, 
the ESE expanded this instruction to ALL 
the children of SSCS. ALL the children  
experienced the Epiphany of our Lord, as 

they witnessed the arrival and adoration of 
the Three Wise Men upon finding the Child 
Jesus in a life size Nativity.

The photos that captured the children’s 
reactions of different grade levels tell the 
story of how deeply affected the children 
were by this experience. There are no 
words to express the reactions of ALL the 
children, of ALL ages, and ALL grades. 

The wonderment of children in PK - 
2nd grades, the prayerful hands of the 3rd 
graders, the reverence of 4th, 5th , 6th 
graders, and the contemplative faces of 7th 
and 8th graders. The Gospel of Matthew 
was re-told at each grade level with varying 
levels of understanding, culminating with 
gold chocolate coins distributed to each 
child as a symbol of the Three Wise men’s 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Epiphany of the Lord



©  Copyright 2017 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
Shawn Ryan

Last month, the Columbian Squires 
Circle 5209, and the Knights of 
Columbus Council participated 
in the annual James A. Haley 

Veterans Hospital Holiday Gift Distribution 
event.  

In attendance for the Squires was Chief 
Squire James DeLuca, Alex Crofford, 
and Logan Alfred.  Knights present were 
our VA Representative Rich Sarnosky, 
Glen Mercer, Bob Haley, Deputy Chief 
Counselor Paul Dufraine and Chief 
Counselor Ed Veronick.  

Protecting us while on duty at the 
hospital was Brother Kevin Bourdeau.  
Maria Bourdeau, wife of Kevin and mother 
of Logan Alfred, also was with us to help.  

Along with many other organizations  
such as high schools, and the Tampa 
area Navy Chiefs, all came out to fill 
gift bags with essential needs items for 
our hospitalized veterans.  Each group 

in attendance then had the opportunity 
to decorate food carts, and gurneys with 
available Christmas decorations provided 
by the VA Hospital staff.  

Once the items were ready to be delivered 
each group was assigned a hospital staff 
member and taken to their respective floor 
for patient distribution.  

Our Squires were assigned the Sixth Floor 
South, which had the most patients, totaling 
26. After the distribution concluded, all 
groups returned to the 2nd floor auditorium 
and were treated to a lunch of pizza.  

The Squires look forward to this event 
of selflessness, charity, unity and giving of 
their time each year to our military veterans 
who gave their all to our country so we may 
be at peace and enjoy our freedom!  

We look forward to seeing more parents 
and Squires in attendance near year and for 
many years to come!    

Squires Spread Christmas 
Cheer to VA Vets

Blessed 
Stitches
The Blessed Stitches 
group came through 
in a BIG way this 
Christmas, sewing-
stitching made 55 
lapghans for the 
Veterans
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Bishop Parkes: Membership 
Has Responsibilities

We recently received the 
good news that Bishop 
Gregory L Parkes would 
be our new shepherd. 

Our clergy and the faithful are waiting to 
see just where he will lead us and what, 
if anything will change in the direction 
and administration of the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg. 

Bishop Parkes “promised to take time to 
get to know his flock and to listen to them 
as he creates a vision for the diocese”. 
However, he did make clear that some things 
will never change such as the protection of 
human life at all of it’s stages, our care of 
the poor and the marginalized, faithfulness 
to the teachings of the church and that we 
are missionaries and evangelizers to our 

family and others. 
Do those words sound familiar? They 

remind us of our commitment as Knights to 
our beloved church and to the the vision of 
our founder, Father Michael J McGivney. 

Being a missionary and evangelizer to 
those not in our organization is also our job. 
Reflect on your own personal growth since 
becoming a Knight. 

Look around the next time you are at  
Mass or working in one of our parish 
ministries, I’m sure you will encounter 
good men who are not members of our 
council. Why not ask them to join? 

If you need assistance email me at: 
membership@kofc14084.org

make a prayer corner in the home in order 
to facilitate prayer. This sacred space could 
be a simple table with a nice cloth over 
it, a Bible, religious images and statues, 
rosaries, candles, prayer cards, a family 
prayer intention book, a vase for flowers, 

etc. Make the corner unique to your family 
and have each family member contribute 
one religious item to the prayer corner. For 
further ideas, see the following resource: 
The Little Oratory: The Beginner’s Guide 
to Praying in the Home by David Clayton 
and Leila Marie Lawler.

Family Prayere Con’t From Page 6

Knights ringing in the new year at 
the National Championship game 
at RJS. What a game!



By John Horvat II

“But he that shall deny me before men,  
I will also deny Him before my Father 
who is in heaven” (Matt: 10:33)

In the history of the Church, 
many martyrs died for the Faith. 
Starting with Saint Stephen the 
Protomartyr shortly after the 

Resurrection, they were the first to be 
remembered, venerated for their public 
witness and raised to the altars with 
the title of saint. There are also those 
who denied the Faith under pressure. 
They are forgotten and buried in the 
dark recesses of history.

The modern world has a problem 
with martyrs. People cannot 
understand the glory of their witness 
for Christ. Modern man would rather 
try to find some justification behind 
the anguished decision of those who 
deny the faith.

Such is the case of Martin Scorsese’s 
latest film “Silence.” It is a tale about 
this second category of non-martyrs—
of whom Our Lord said: “But he that 
shall deny me before men, I will also 
deny Him before my Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt: 10:33)

Curiously, early reviews of 
“Silence,” have been negative—even by 
liberal media hostile to the Church. The 
consensus is that Scorsese’s attempt to 
propose for general admiration one who 
outwardly denied the Faith has fallen flat.

Perhaps it is because human nature 
finds such denials distasteful. Even the 
director’s talents, Hollywood special 
effects and media publicity cannot 
overcome it. Scorsese’s tortuous attempt 
to justify his tormented protagonist proves 
tedious and unconvincing.

Hollywood’s Teaching Authority
“Silence” is based on a 1966 novel of 

the same name by the Japanese author 
Shusaku Endo. The plot revolves around 
the fictional character of a Portuguese 

Jesuit priest in seventeenth century Japan 
at the time of a violent anti-Catholic 
persecution. The film represents a 
“struggle of faith” in which the priest 
must choose between the lives of his flock 

and his Faith. In the face of his trials, he 
finds God is silent to his entreaties, hence 
the film’s title. Finally, Christ Himself 
supposedly breaks the silence by interiorly 
telling the priest that he might outwardly 
deny the Faith by trampling upon His 
image to save his flock.

Such a shallow story so contrary to all 
Church teaching would usually pose no 
threat to Catholics who are firm in their 
Faith. However, Hollywood has tragically 
assumed the role of a teaching authority 
to countless American Catholics. Thus, 
the principal lesson taught by the 
film—that outwardly denying the Faith 
can sometimes be justified and even 
desired by God—does pose a danger 
to the many uncatechized that might 

mistake Hollywood script for Scriptures. 
Any silence about “Silence” might be 
misconstrued as consent.

It is not the case to review the film or 
explore its convoluted plot and subplots. 

Such films are nothing new; they are 
simply means to reinforce certain false 
premises that undermine the Faith. 
It is far better to address the false 
premises themselves and, especially 
as it applies to modernity’s woeful 
misunderstanding of martyrdom.

Martyrdom Is Defeat
The first false premise is the modern 

assumption that life is the supreme 
value. This is a terrible premise since 
if there are no values worthy dying 
for then there is no real reason worth 
living for. In a materialistic world 
that adores life and its enjoyment, 
martyrdom represents failure. 
Those who renounce the Faith and 
martyrdom are winners. Those who 
don’t are losers.

The message of fictional accounts 
like “Silence,” is that life is to be 
worshipped to such extent that 
even God must be made complicit 
in inspiring the apostasy that saves 
the lives of the faithful. However, 
such accounts are indeed fiction; 

they ignore the historical reality of what 
happened.

The Historical Record
The historic record of the Japanese 

martyrs is one of the most glorious in 
Church history. It is a burning rebuke of 
modernity’s idolization of life. Tens of 
thousands suffered or died at the hands 
of cruel executioners. If tales are needed 
to inspire authors, let writers tell of the 
courage, heroism and constancy of these 
Japanese martyrs, young and old, male 
and female, religious and secular, who 
joyfully gave their lives for Christ and 
earned for themselves the crown of eternal 
glory. If villains need be found for their 

Why Catholics Cannot be Silent about 
Martin Scorsese’s Movie ‘Silence’

Silence Con’t Next Page
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stories, let them find them in the cruel 
governors and judges who condemned the 
Christians to death.

In 1776, Saint Alphonsus de Ligouri 
wrote the book, Victories of the Martyrs, 
which has one large section that tells 
incredible stories of the Japanese martyrs. 
He speaks of a Japanese Christian named 
Ursula, for example, who upon seeing 
her husband and two young children 
martyred, cried out: “Be Thou praised, O 
My God! For having rendered me worthy 
to be present at this sacrifice, now grant 
me the grace to have a share in their 
crown!” She and her youngest daughter 
were then beheaded.

Indeed, any priest who would save the 
lives of his flock by renouncing his Faith 
would be reviled by the 
Japanese faithful for both 
his denial and depriving 
the flock of the crown of 
martyrdom.

If there is any silence in 
Scorcese’s “Silence,” it is 
that silence which ignores 
the dauntless courage and 
supernatural joy found 
in the Japanese martyrs 
and missionaries whose 
witness was so superior 
that their enemies 
were defeated by their 
arguments and resorted 
to killing them. Their 
martyrdom was their victory, not their 
defeat.

Acts Have No Meaning
A second premise is that outward acts 

have no meaning. Acts mean whatever 
the person determines them to be. Such a 
premise is typical of postmodern thought 
that would “deconstruct” acts from their 
natural meaning and context.

Thus, any benefit or inspiration can 
justify an act that signifies the denial of the 
Faith, since acts have no fixed meaning. 
Indeed, the theme of the film shrouds the 
outward denial with the good intentions of 
the protagonist’s concern for the safety of 
his flock.

Again, this shows a profound mis-
understanding of the idea of martyrdom. 

The word martyr itself means witness—
an external manifestation of Faith to 
others. The postmodern interpretation 
of the martyr’s dilemmas questions the 
notion that there can be witnesses that 
are so firmly convinced of the truths of 
the Catholic religion that they gladly 
suffer death rather than deny it. The 
“meta-narrative” of the great deeds of the 
martyrs is no longer valued. Even the idea 
of truth is relative. All must be reduced to 
the level of personal experience.
“There are also those who denied the 
Faith under pressure. They are forgotten 
and buried in the dark recesses of history.”

Again, such an interpretation runs 
contrary to the historical reality that was 
centered on the notion of objective truth. 
Those who persecute the Church hate this 

truth and the moral law taught by Christ 
and His Church. They especially hate 
the public witness given by Christians 
because this witness denounces them for 
their sins and wickedness. All they asked 
of their victims was an outward sign of 
denial. For this reason, persecutors often 
preferred to force Christians to deny the 
Faith than to take their lives.

Historically, that is why those who 
persecute the Church are always willing to 
offer honors, offices and benefits to those 
who renounce the faith. They will always 
give Christians an excuse to stop being 
witnesses. This includes those “good 
intentions” to diminish the sufferings of 
family, relatives and fellow Christians. 
However, this is only a pretext. Indeed, 
what they want to destroy is the witness 
that haunts them and calls them to virtue. 

They want renegade Christians to make 
their denial public to discourage the 
witness of others.

Thankfully, their efforts are often 
frustrated by the constancy of faithful 
Christians that moves others to conversion. 
They do not understand Tertullian’s 
encomium that “the blood of martyrs is 
the seed of the Church,” (Apologeticus, 
Ch. 50).

The God of Silence
The final false premise comes from a 

naturalistic understanding of the world in 
which people do not grasp how God works 
in souls. The secular world assumes God’s 
natural position is one of silence. When 
secular writers are forced to imagine the 
action of God upon their characters, they 

portray it as a purely 
personal matter based 
on feelings and emotions 
inconsistent and outside 
the logic of divine law.

This is perhaps 
the greatest mis-
understanding of the 
Faith. Modern authors 
create their own god of 
silence and believers 
outside of the life of 
grace.

Such a combination 
leads to absurd character-
izations like that of 
“Silence.” Martyrdom 

cannot be based on emotion or feeling 
since it involves surrendering man’s 
greatest natural gift—life. This is 
something so difficult that it is beyond 
human strength to achieve. Martyrdom 
must entail grace, which enlightens the 
intellect and strengthens the will to allow 
Christians to do that which is beyond 
human nature. God’s grace would never 
allow a person to deny Christ before men.

Martyrdom—The Fruit of Grace
That is why Saint Alphonsus states that 

it is a matter of Faith that, “Martyrs are 
indebted for their crown to the power of 
the grace which they received from Jesus 
Christ; for he it is that gave them the 
strength to despise all the promises and 
all the threats of tyrants and to endure all 

Silence Con’t From Previous Page

Silence Con’t Next Page
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the torments till they had made an entire 
sacrifice of their lives.”

Saint Augustine further states that the 
merits of the martyrs lie in being the effects 
of God’s grace and their cooperation with 
grace.

In other words, God cannot be silent 
in the face of martyrdom as Scorcese’s 
“Silence” film affirms. His justice will 
not allow a person to be tempted beyond 
the capacity to resist. He is intimately 
involved in those facing martyrdom. He 
gives them grace—a created participation 

in divine life itself. Facing martyrdom 
without grace is impossible. While God 
may allow for trials, He is never silent.

Catholics Cannot Remain Silent
And that is why faithful Catholics cannot 

remain silent in the face of Scorcese’s 
“Silence.” Scorcese’s film is a tragic 
denial of God’s grace in a world in dire 
need of it. In these days when Catholics 
are being martyred, 

Catholics need to know that God is 
never silent. They will never be put in a 
situation where God betrays Himself. He 
will always be there when needed.

The secular worldview is so narrow-
minded and asphyxiating, but alas so 
prevalent. Today’s obsession with self 
permeates the culture to the exclusion of 
God. It is little wonder that so many would 
think there is “silence” on the other side of 
martyrdom. It is largely because they find 
emptiness in their own lives. They cannot 
imagine the action of God and His grace.

Amid the frenetic intemperance of the 
times, the agitated crowds ironically do 
not seek out God where 

He is always found—in the silence of 
their own souls.

Silence Con’t From Previous Page

As America prepares to 
welcome a new president, 
the Knights of Columbus is 
urging its members and 

other Catholics to pray the Novena 
for National Unity from Thursday, 
Jan. 12, through Inauguration Day, 
Friday, Jan. 20.

Individuals, families, parishes and 
K of C councils throughout the nation 
are all invited to participate in the 
novena, a special prayer offered over 
nine consecutive days.

The theme of unity is not a new 
one for the Knights. In an article, 
published just before the election, 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson called 
for Catholics to be a source of unity in 
our often politically divided country, 
regardless of the election’s outcome.

In announcing the new novena, 
Supreme Knight Anderson noted: 
“From its earliest days, the Knights of 
Columbus has been an organization 
that is dedicated to both faith and 
patriotism. This novena provides 
Knights, and all Catholics, the 
opportunity to serve their country in a 
faithful way by bringing unity in values and 
faith in a way that overcomes any political 
divisions. Our country is strongest when it 
is unified, and that unity is strongest when 
it is shaped by the timeless values of our 
faith.”

The novena prayer asks the intercession 
of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, under her 
title of the Immaculate Conception.

The text of the novena reads:
Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in 

Heaven, who chose Mary as the fairest 
of your daughters; Holy Spirit, who 
chose Mary as your Spouse; God the 
Son, who chose Mary as your Mother, in 
union with Mary we adore your majesty 

and acknowledge your supreme, eternal 
dominion and authority.

Most Holy Trinity, we put the United 
States of America into the hands 
of Mary Immaculate in order that 
she may present the country to you. 
Through her we wish to thank you for 
the great resources of this land and 
for the freedom which has been its 
heritage.

Through the intercession of Mary, 
have mercy on the Catholic Church 
in America. Grant us peace. Have 
mercy on our president and on all the 
officers of our government. Grant us 
a fruitful economy, born of justice and 
charity. Have mercy on capital and 
industry and labor. Protect the family 
life of the nation. Guard the precious 
gift of many religious vocations. 
Through the intercession of our 
Mother, have mercy on the sick, the 
tempted, sinners – on all who are in 
need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our 
Mother, Patroness of our land, we 
praise you and honor you and give 

ourselves to you. Protect us from every 
harm. Pray for us, that acting always 
according to your will and the will of your 
divine Son, we may live and die pleasing 
to God.

Amen.

Novena For National Unity
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January 18 Free Throw Contest
January 20 Cards & Cigars - MCCigar Shop and Lounge
January 21-22 Pro Life Baby Shower
January 21 2nd Degree St. Stephen School
 Marriage vow Renewal - 4pm Mass
February 4 RJS Monster Jam
February 11 Marriage Vows Renewal 
February 17 Family Social
 Special Olympics - Bloomingdale HS
February 18 Catholic Men’s Conference
 First Degree St. Stephen School
February 25 Day of Reflection - Bethany Center
February 25-26 Tootsie Roll Drive
March 4-5 Tootsie Roll Drive

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 1st 
month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today. 

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

GET THE NEW COUNCIL APP
Download the new Council app and get all the latest news 

from our Council, State and Supreme!

Click the buttons below to download and install:

Knight of the Month
  Nick Turco

Family of the Month
Rich Sarnowski Family

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=mavie.us.knights
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/knights-of-columbus/id1071912819?mt=8

